Regarding Aaron Sterling born 1716

From the book Rivers of the Eastern Shore by Hulbert Footner:

…in the early years of the American Revolution there were bands of Tory militiamen raiding the lands of the lower Eastern Shore.  These bands were called Picaroons.  One such incident reported to the Eastern Shore Council: “Aaron Sterling, aged 66, a patriot of Annemessex, was plundered last fall by the British barges and four times this Spring, and all his provisions of every kind taken.  His wharf and his houses have been burned and he has been obliged to move 17 miles from his plantation with his wife and children.  That he was also wounded, beaten and bruised exceedingly.  He is reduced to great difficulties, being obliged to depend much on the bounty and charity of others.  His son Josiah Sterling being lately drafted, he can’t get along without him in his present distresses, and prays your honours to discharge the said Josiah Sterling.”

The Council answered that it had no power to discharge and suggests that Sterling apply to General Smallwood. [ed note: General Smallwood was from Charles County, Maryland]
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