John Sterling

First Sterling Ancestor in America *
[* Editors Note: William Sterling of Haverhill, Mass probably has this distinction as there are records of him paying taxes in Mass in 1660 - There is every possibility that William and John were closely related. DNA tests have already proven a close relationship between William Sterling of Haverhill and Isaac Starling of Accomack ]

Land Records of Somerset County, Maryland

I thought that when John Sterling moved from Northampton County, Virginia to Somerset County, Maryland he would immediately apply for a “Rights Certificate” which would give him 50 acres of land in Somerset County.  But he fooled me – he didn’t apply until after he was married (marriage in Somerset County 1667).  Did he actually transport Alice to Somerset County or was he playing with the system?

In a microfilm of the Warrants, Certificates and Patents in Maryland I found the following entry:

February 5th 1671

The John Starlin proved his Right to one hundred acres of land for himself and Alice he wife Transporting into this Province.


I was really looking for John’s original land purchase, an original land patent.

In a book of Somerset County Land Records I copied every page (13) with an entry for a John Sterling/Starlinge/etc.; I only found two that were probably John the immigrant:


Sterlings Choice was patented on 17 July 1670 by John White and assigned to John Sterling for 50 acres in Asbury Election District 12.  So John bought land earlier than July 1670.


Stansteads Abby was patented on 4 December 1677 by William Stevens and assigned to Richard Barns and John Sterling for 50 acres in Asbury Election District 12.

Since John didn’t patent any land he probably sold his certificates/warrants.  There were a couple of ways to acquire unoccupied land; use certificates or warrants earned by transporting yourself and others to Maryland or buy certificates or warrants from others in order to get a land patent.  You could also sell your certificates or warrants to others (get a land patent and immediately assign it to another person) or buy or trade for existing land patents.

